Pre-school Play and Learning Newsletter for 30 June – 4th July 2025
*Our wonder words this week have been: Mini beast, symmetrical, exoskeleton, chrysalis, antennae, pupa, transformation, predict

Play and Learning Highlights:  
The children have been hunting for bugs this week, both real and pretend ones. They have been finding out about where different bugs live and the names of some commonly found ones. Children are often fascinated by the antics of ‘bugs’ when they find one, and we have had some great observations from the children about what they can see them doing and where they are going, helping to develop their language of preposition and describing. 
Our Creating Area has harnessed the children’s love of climbing to inspire mark making - a paper wall with different sized stools to climb up in order to be able to reach and make marks.  Everyone wanted a go at this!  When children are young it’s really important to give them lots of opportunities for vertical drawing experiences as this helps them to develop the muscles they need for eventually being able to write letters. Alongside this we have a sensory extravaganza using fresh berries to make paint. The children fully emersed themselves in this, exploring different ways of getting the juice out and mark making with different tools and of course their hands. The colours and smells were beautiful. 

[image: ]Out & About sessions: Bug hunts have been the focus of this weeks Out & About sessions. Before we left the pre-school the children chose one type of insect that they wanted to find on the bug hunt. They then had to decide where would be the best place to find them at the location we went on that day.  The children demonstrated good thinking skills when considering where to find them, clearly reflecting on what they already know about insects.  We also got to harvest our potatoes from our allotment. This is always a really fun and exciting day after spending 6 weeks caring for them they finally got rewarded with lots of delicious potatoes. The children’s faces as they pull up the plant where they planted 1 small potato and see several potatoes attached is always priceless and full of amazement and joy. They got to take them home to cook for their dinner. I wonder what they made?
 Sounds and Letters/language focus:    Our letters and sounds activities this week ;-


ACTIVITY 1 - Rhyming odd one out cards -  Say all the pictures together – can they hear the two that rhyme. Use the two that rhyme and continue the rhyming string.
ACTIVITY 2 – Sound Lotto – YouTube sound lotto – Start by doing it as a group. If the same children are getting it first each time maybe say its …. turn next ( let’s use our self-control and let then answer it )
ACTIVITY 3 – Sound story – Three billy goats gruff – Change your voice for each character. Small voice for little goat etc. Add sounds and movements e.g. for trip trap trip trap. Munch munch for eating grass ( The second billy goat went across the bridge to eat the grass munch munch – encourage them all to make the sounds )
ACTIVITY 4 – Sound trumpets ( maybe outside or in top room ) Use your sound trumpet to copy the sounds – use the sound cards, wheee, choo choo etc. Encourage them to use their self-control in between sounds and praise good self-control.   -  Can extend voice sounds by joining single speech sounds into pairs e.g. ee aw like a donkey ne naw like a fire engine 
The Starfish have used the book ‘I love Bugs!’ to extend their vocabulary in relation to describing insects, with lots of interesting words such as ‘spiky spiny’, ‘jumpy leapy’.  

Ideas to support your child at home: 
    
[image: ] All the children should have brought home a ‘Minibeast Hunt’ to do over a weekend or when you are out and about.  
As your child and you spot them on your hunt encourage your child to tell you where they found the insect and what it was doing.  For the older children encourage them to predict what they might find e.g. under a stone, inside a flower, on top of a leaf. Asking them’ why’ they think will extend their thinking even further. 
I have also attached some bug songs that you may like to share together.
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